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Welcome to MRT’s 45th Anniversary season! It is an 
absolute joy and pleasure to greet you after a summer 
of preparation and planning. Our efforts will soon be 
apparent, as you enjoy the first of five subscription 
productions we are crafting for you. This season’s 
journey is meant to surprise, delight, and stir thoughts 
while inviting you to experience your humanity in its 
deepest capacity. There is nothing like live theatre to 
remind us of our rich connectedness to ourselves and 
one another. 

We open our season with the classic thriller Gaslight, newly adapted for the 
stage by the prolific Steven Dietz. MRT audiences will most recently remember 
Steven’s directing work on Best Summer Ever in the 21-22 season. Nationally, 
Steven has often topped Theatre Communication Group’s (TCG) Most Produced 
Playwright list and you will see why tonight. He is an extraordinary craftsman, a 
bold imaginer, and a builder of worlds artists wholeheartedly embrace.  Gaslight 
allows one of our field’s greatest dramatists the opportunity to envision a classic 

with more velocity, guts, and verve. For fans of the original play (Angel Street) 
or the film, you will visit some known emotional territory. For those new to the 
story, you will experience a juggernaut of an evening where a woman musters 
extraordinary courage to change her life in the course of one night. In either 
instance, we hope to entertain and surprise you.  

We are also delighted to have many MRT favorites in the cast as well as welcome 
newcomers. This production was produced in partnership with Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company and the creative team reflects artists from both cities. Our 
collaboration was defined by generosity, a tenacious eye toward artistic 
excellence, and the importance of championing new takes on tried & true 
stories. Thank you to the entire CSC company for your care and presence.   

Let the thrills begin! And welcome to what we intend to be MRT’s best season 
ever!

COURTNEY SALE
NANCY L. DONAHUE EXECUTIVE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

In Service,
Courtney

WELCOME!
THIS IS A DIVERSE, INCLUSIVE,  
ACCEPTING, AND SAFE SPACE.

STAY IN TOUCH
JOIN US AT ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SOCIAL MEDIA

@MERRIMACK_REP

@MERRIMACKREPERTORYTHEATRE

MERRIMACKREPERTORYTHEATRE

MERRIMACKREPERTORYTHEATRE

https://twitter.com/merrimack_rep
https://www.instagram.com/merrimackrepertorytheatre/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MerrimackRep79
https://www.facebook.com/MerrimackRepertoryTheatre
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PATRICK HAMILTON’S

fuse bistro

Eat LocalEat LocalEat Local

walking distance to MRT
Open 7 days a week
chef owned est. 2011
www.fusebistro.com

LITTLE DELIGHTS BAKERY
YOUR DESTINATION FOR DELIVIOUSNESS

138 MERRIMACK ST. LOWELL, MA

littledelightsbakery.com

978-455-0040

CUPCAKES

COFFEE

BREAKFAST

GELATO

http://mrt.org/show/gaslight
https://www.fusebistro.com/
http://littledelightsbakery.com

https://cavaleirossteakhouse.com/
http://www.likelowell.com


8 9

Local food, craft beer, and spirits.

110 Gorham St
Lowell, MA 01852

 978-310-1933
 thekeeplowell.com

http://purplecarrotbreadco.com
http://thekeeplowell.com
https://sahelrestaurantlounge.com/
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*Appearing through an Agreement between this theatre, Merrimack Repertory Theatre, and Actors' Equity Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States

^Member of United Scenic Artists
+Member of the Society of Stage Director and Choreographers

Tom Coiner* ............................................................................................................... Jack
Candice Handy* .......................................................................................................  Nancy
Jim Hopkins* ............................................................................................  Sergeant Rough
Karen MacDonald* ............................................................................................... Elizabeth
Vanessa Waugh ......................................................................................  First Police Officer
Kristin Yancy* ...........................................................................................................  Bella
Lauren Yee..........................................................................................  Second Police Officer

CAST

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION CREDITS 
Andrew Andrews ........................................................................ Interim Production Manager 
Kay Coughlin .......................................................................................  Production Assistant
Chris Holloway .........................................................................................  Technical Director
Mike Finke ............................................................................ Lighting and Sound Supervisor
Rhiannon Downer .................................................................... Lighting and Sound Assistant
Kara Eble Trusty ........................................................................................... Props Designer
Emily Allinson ............................................................................................ Props Supervisor
Kate Dyson ................................................................................... Costume Shop Supervisor
Adam Smith ..............................................................................................  Sound Engineer
Gina Cerimele-Mechley ......................................................................... Fight Choreographer
Candace Leyland ................................................................................................ Wig Stylist

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors 
and Stage Managers in the United States. 

+Member of the Society of Stage Director and Choreographers, a national 
theatrical labor union. 

^The Scenic, Costume, Lighting, and Sound Designers in this production 
are represented by United Scenic Artists (USA) Local USA-829, IATSE. 

Merrimack Repertory Theatre is a constituent of Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG), the national organization for the American theatre.

Merrimack Repertory Theatre operates under agreements between the 
League of Resident Theatres (LORT), a consortium of regional theatres 
throughout the nation, and AEA (Actors' Equity Association), SDC (Stage 
Directors and Choreographers Society), and USA (United Scenic Artists).

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF 
ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR 
VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION 
AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR 
STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING 
THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A 
VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS 
AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES 
COPYRIGHT LAW

GASLIGHT

COURTNEY SALE 
NANCY L. DONAHUE 

 EXECUTIVE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

MERRIMACK REPERTORY THEATRE

PRESENTS

OCTOBER 18-NOVEMBER 5, 2023

DIRECTED BY

COURTNEY SALE+

SCENIC DESIGNER

SAMANTHA RENO
LIGHTING DESIGNER

LAURA GLOVER
COSTUME DESIGNER

RAINY EDWARDS

SOUND DESIGNER

ROBERT CARLTON STIMMEL
PROPERTIES DESIGNER

KARA EBLE TRUSTY

STAGE MANAGER

ELIZABETH ROBINSON*

A NEW VERSION FOR THE STAGE BY

STEVEN DIETZ
FEATURING

TOM COINER*

CANDICE HANDY*

JIM HOPKINS*

KAREN MACDONALD*

VANESSA WAUGH
KRISTIN YANCY*

LAUREN YEE

MEDIA PARTNER
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T O M  C O I N E R 
(Performer, Jack) Tom 
Coiner (he/him) is 
thrilled to be returning 
for MRT's 45th season. 
A graduate of Kenyon 

College and the National Theater 
Conservatory, Tom has appeared Off-
Broadway in The Daughter in Law (Mint 
Theater) and God Said This (Primary 
Stages). At MRT he's performed in The 39 
Steps,  A Christmas Carol, and Silent Sky. 
He’s also worked on The Invisible Hand 
(Milwaukee Rep), The Full Catastrophe, 
On Clover Road, Wrecked, and Support 
Group for Men (Contemporary American 
Theater Festival), God Said This 
(Humana Festival), Good Men Wanted 
(New York Stage & Film), Both Your 
Houses, Our Betters, The Little Foxes, and 
The Great Society (Asolo Rep). Onscreen 
Tom has appeared in Law & Order: SVU, 
The Good Fight, Boardwalk Empire, The 
Night Of, Person of Interest, It’s Bruno!, 
and in one of the best video games ever 
made, Red Dead Redemption 2. 

CANDICE HANDY 
(Performer, Nancy) 
Candice Handy (she/
her), is the Director 
of Education and 
resident Cincinnati 

Shakespeare Company’s Director or 
Education. Ms. Handy is thrilled to be 
making her debut at MRT! Some of Ms. 
Handy’s favorite roles at CSC include, 
Wiletta in Trouble in Mind, Phoebe in As 
You Like, Cordelia in King Lear, Coretta 

Scott King/Fannie Lou Hammer in All 
The Way, Malcom in Macbeth. She has 
also played at Cincinnati Playhouse in 
the Park (A Christmas Carol), Human 
Race Theatre (The Cake), the Island 
Shakespeare Festival (A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, The Winter’s Tale), 
StageOne Family Theatre (Frankenstein) 
and Theatre Monmouth (The Pirates 
of Penzance). Ms. Handy recently di-
rected CSC’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom 
and the Know Theatre’s The Twunny 
Fo’. She was the Creative Director for 
the Educational Theatre Association 
project, Finding Voice- New Works for 
Young Theatre Artists of Color and is 
the founder of Cincinnati Black Theatre 
Artist Collective. Candice thanks God, 
her family, and friends for their unwav-
ering support throughout the course of 
her career.

J I M  H O P K I N S 
(Performer, Sergeant 
Rough) Jim Hopkins 
(he/him) is originally 
from Nebraska and 
spent many years per-

forming in the Dallas area, but calls 
Cincinnati home thanks to Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company. Among Jim’s 
many CSC roles, he has been LBJ in All 
the Way, Big Daddy in Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof, Mr. Van Daan in The Diary of Anne 
Frank, Julius Caesar in Julius Caesar, 
Lennie in Of Mice and Men, Henry IV 
in Henry IV Parts 1 and 2, Bolingbroke 
in Richard II, Lord Capulet in Romeo 
and Juliet, and Lady Bracknell in The 

Importance of Being Earnest. Other past 
appearances include The Liar and School 
for Wives at The Shakespeare Theatre of 
New Jersey, The Manbeast at The Know 
Theater, Romeo and Juliet at The Human 
Race Theatre; Hands on a Hardbody at 
Ensemble Theatre, and  Jerry Springer: 
The Opera for Playhouse on the Square 
in Memphis. In 2017, Jim wrote and 
performed White Privilege for the 
Cincinnati Fringe Festival. Jim holds an 
MFA from the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln.

KAREN MACDONALD 
(Performer, Elizabeth) 
Karen MacDonald 
(she/her) has appeared 
at MRT many times, 
over the years, most 

recently as Scrooge in A Christmas 
Carol. She has appeared on many 
Boston/ New England stages including 
the Huntington Theatre Company, 
Commonwealth Shakespeare Company, 
Trinity Rep, Hartford Stage, Portland 
Stage, The Lyric Stage, Speakeasy 
Stage and with the Boston Pops and 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. As 
a Founding Company Member of the 
American Repertory Theatre, she 
appeared in 73 productions, in both 
the US and Europe. On Broadway, she 
understudied and performed the role 
of Amanda Wingfield in John Tiffany’s 
production of The Glass Menagerie. 
New York credits include Theatre for 
a New Audience, Roundabout Theatre 
and Second Stage. Nationally, she has 

worked extensively from The Wilma 
Theater to Berkeley Rep. She is the re-
cipient of the Robert Brustein Award  
for Sustained Achievement in the 
Theatre and the Eliot Norton Prize for 
Sustained Excellence.

VANESSA WAUGH (Performer, First 
Police Officer) Vanessa is a second-year 
student at Middlesex Community 
College (MCC) and is thrilled to be mak-
ing her MRT debut! Past Credits include 
MCC’s Dead Man’s Cell Phone (Jean), 
RENT (Ms. Cohen), and Tewksbury 
Memorial High School’s Mamma Mia! 
(Donna Sheridan).  Additionally, in 
late November Vanessa will be playing 
“Phoebe” in Shakespeare’s As You Like 
It at MCC. Vanessa would like to thank 
her family, friends, and her director/
professor at MCC, Karen Oster, for 
their unconditional love and support! 
She would also like to thank Courtney, 
her fellow cast members, and the pro-
duction team at MRT for this amazing 
experience!

K R ISTIN YA NC Y 
(Performer, Bella) 
Kristin Yancy (she/
her) is thrilled to be 
performing for her first 
time with Merrimack 

Repertory Theatre. Broadway: The 
Cher Show; Summer, The Donna 
Summer Musical (u/s Disco Donna). Off 
Broadway: Queen of the Night. National 
Tour: West Side Story (u/s Anita). Select 
Regional: Sunset Boulevard, Guys & Dolls, 
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Tommy (The Kennedy Center), Chicago 
(Roxie, Lexington Theatre Company), 
Catch Me If You Can (Arena Stage), 
West Side Story (Guthrie Theater, The 
REV Theatre Co.), Seven Brides For 
Seven Brothers, Camelot (The Muny). 
TV: Hawkeye, Katy Keene, Full Frontal 
with Samantha Bee. Big gratitude to the 
wonderful Courtney Sale and Steven 
Dietz for trusting me with this special 
project. Love to her hunny-cutie Eric 
Chaves, her family, the brilliant Jamie 
Carroll, Bella Crotti, and the kookiest, 
most wonderful community of friends. 
Washington University in St. Louis grad. 
@kristinyancy. 

LAUREN YEE (Performer, Second Police 
Officer) Lauren Yee is making her MRT 
debut in Gaslight. She has finished 
her first year of Meisner Training at 
the Michael Chekhov Actors Studio 
Boston, and is studying film and the-
ater at Middlesex Community College. 
In her spare time, she enjoys writing 
and directing short films. The film she 
assistant directed, Sunday, played at 
the Independent Film Festival Boston, 
Spring 2023.  Thanks to my teachers, 
Karen, Peter, Jen, and François for 
opening my eyes to what is out there 
and believing in me.

COURTNEY SALE (Director)  Courtney 
Sale (she/her) joined MRT in March 
of 2020. Most recently she directed 
The Overview Effect at Contemporary 
American Theatre Festival. Past CATF 
credits include Support Group for Men, 

The Cake, Wild Horses, and Not Medea. At 
MRT her directing credits include The 
39 Steps, A Woman Of The World, Wild 
Horses, and A Christmas Carol. She pre-
viously served as the Artistic Director 
at Seattle Children’s Theatre (SCT), the 
nation’s leading generator of new work 
for family audiences. Selected additional 
credits: Tiny Beautiful Things (Seattle 
Rep), The Mountaintop, The Mousetrap, 
April 4 1968, (Indiana Rep, also 
Associate Artistic Director 2013-2016), 
On Clover Road (Phoenix Theatre), 
Twelfth Night (IndyShakes). She has de-
veloped new work with Denver Center, 
New Harmony, Dorset Theatre Festival, 
Emerson Stage, TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley, and the Orchard Project. Other 
distinctions include Cornish College 
Distinguished Alumni Award, IBJ’s 40 
under 40 designation, and the 2017 
keynote at the International Council of 
Fine Arts Deans. BFA, Cornish College of 
the Arts. MFA, The University of Texas 
at Austin.

STEVEN DIETZ (Playwright) Steven 
Dietz’s  thirty-plus plays have been 
produced at over one hundred region-
al theatres, as well as Off-Broadway 
and in twenty-five countries interna-
tionally. Recent premieres: Murder on 
the Links (North Coast Rep / Laguna 
Playhouse); How a Boy Falls (Northlight 
Theatre); The Great Beyond and The 
Ghost of Splinter Cove (Actor's Theatre 
of Charlotte, Children's Theatre of 
Charlotte). Upcoming film: “What 
Happens Later”, directed by Meg 

Ryan, adapted by Dietz from his play, 
Shooting Star, along with playwright 
Kirk Lynn. Awards: American Theatre 
Critics Association’s Steinberg New Play 
Citation for Bloomsday; Kennedy Center 
Fund for New American Plays Award for 
Fiction and Still Life with Iris; PEN USA 
Award in Drama for Lonely Planet; Edgar 
Award® from the Mystery Writers of 
America for Sherlock Holmes: The Final 
Adventure. Dietz taught for twelve years 
in the MFA program at UT/Austin, and 
continues to conduct master classes 
around the country in playwriting, 
directing, story-making and collabora-
tion. He and his wife, playwright Allison 
Gregory, divide their time between 
Seattle and Austin. 

ELIZABETH ROBINSON (Production 
Stage Manager) Elizabeth Robinson 
(she/her) is delighted to help bring 
Gaslight to MRT audiences. She is 
currently living in Cincinnati where 
she stage managed the Cincinnati run 
of Gaslight. After receiving her BA 
in Theatre at Saint Louis University, 
Elizabeth has worked with Norwegian 
Cruise Line, Cincinnati Shakespeare 
Company, Cincinnati Ballet, Cincinnati 
Chamber Orchestra, and Cruise to the 
Edge. In addition to stage management, 
she is the Co-Founder of Thunderhead 
Multimedia, and has worked as a wed-
ding coordinator and a riverboat cruise 
director. Elizabeth is eternally grateful 
for her unbelievable family and life's 
endless opportunities.

SAMANTHA RENO (Scenic Design) 
Samantha Reno (she/her) has been 
thrilled to work with MRT and 
Cincinnati Shakespeare on Gaslight! 
She is going into her third season as 
resident scenic designer for Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company; favorite produc-
tions include Romeo and Juliet, Comedy 
of Errors, and Night of the Living Dead, 
and The Importance of Being Earnest. 
Previous to her time in Cincinnati, she 
was the resident scenic designer for 
eight seasons for B Street Theatre in 
Sacramento, California, where she de-
signed productions such as The Forever 
Question, A Dolls' House, Part Two, and 
Ironbound. She sends all her love to 
her wonderful husband, beloved two 
children, and awesome theatre family. 

RAINY EDWARDS (Costume Design) 
Rainy Edwards has been then Resident 
Costume designer at Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company since 2018. 
Since receiving her MFA in Costume 
Design at Florida State University she 
has worked all over the country. Some 
of her credits include: The Importance 
of Being Earnest (CSC); The Living Dead 
(CSC); The Comedy of Errors (CSC); Titus 
Andronicus (CSC); The Winter’s Tale 
(CSC); The Passion of Teresa Rae King 
(Triad Stage); Elephant & Piggie “We 
Are In a Play!” (Lexington Children’s 
Theatre); West Side Story, Romeo ét 
Juliette (GLOW Lyric Theatre).  Her 
work has been seen on stage at Utah 
Shakespeare Festival (2012-2016) and 
The Arts Center of Coastal Carolina 
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(2017-2018). She is grateful for the 
support of her partner Chris, and their 
dog Obi.

LAURA GLOVER (Lighting Design) 
Laura E. Glover, (she/her) (Debut) is the 
Resident Lighting Designer for Dance 
Kaleidoscope and a company mem-
ber of the Indianapolis Shakespeare 
Company, both based in Indianapolis. 
She also has also designed lighting 
for the Phoenix Theatre, Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra, the Indiana 
Repertory Theatre, Butler University, 
Summit Performance Indianapolis 
and American Lives Theatre. She has 
worked internationally with the Martha 
Graham Dance Company, Rioult, Taylor 
2, Todd Rosenlieb Dance, Ballets de San 
Juan and Workshop Theatre Group. She 
is a Creative Renewal Arts Fellow with 
Indy Arts Council and holds an M.F.A. in 
Lighting Design from SUNY Purchase, 
where she studied with Brian MacDevitt 
and William Mintzer.

ROBERT CARLTON STIMMEL  (Sound 
Design) Robert Carlton Stimmel (he/ 
him) is thrilled to be bringing his work 
to Merrimack Repertory Theatre! 
Robert is the Co-Technical Director 
at Cincinnati Shakespeare Company, 
where he also works as a Sound, 
Projection and Lighting Designer. He is 
a Cincinnati area native, hailing from 
Fairfield, Ohio. After receiving his BA 
in Theatre at Miami University, he has 
worked with various theatres includ-
ing Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, 

Alliance Theatre, Short North Stage, 
and Tantrum Theatre. In addition to 
his technician and design work, he is 
also a performer and producer and is 
always working to expand his artistic 
knowledge. He would like to thank his 
wife Kayla for her constant support of 
his artistic aspirations and her uncon-
ditional love.

KARA EBLE TRUSTY   (Properties 
Design) Kara Eble Trusty (she/her) is 
in her fourth season of making art with 
the Cincinnati Shakespeare Company. 
A Cincinnati native, Kara is delighted 
to get to work with some of the artists 
that inspired her love of theatre and art 
from a young age. Kara has also worked 
with the Clarence Brown Theatre, The 
Know Theatre of Cincinnati, New York 
Classical Theatre, and the Carnegie, and 
is delighted to have gotten this opportu-
nity to collaborate with Merrimack Rep. 
Kara is a proud member of the Society 
of Props Managers (S*P*M). She would 
like to thank her friends and family, 
especially her parents Bob and Sue and 
partner Henry, for their love, support, 
and encouragement as she continues 
down this incredible path. 

GINA CERIMELE-MECHLEY    (Fight 
Choreography)  Gina Cerimele-Mechley 
(she/her) a Cincinnati native, has 
been involved with the Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company since its incep-
tion. Gina is a long-time member of the 
Society of American Fight Directors, and 
one of the few female Certified Teachers 

within the organization. She runs the 
nationally recognized Cincinnati Actor’s 
Studio & Academy, and she was the first 
recipient of the CAA’s Arts Educator 
Award. Some of her favorite regional 
credits include Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival, Denver Center Theatre 
Company, and Opera Theatre St. Louis. 

MERRIMACK REPERTORY THEATRE  
(www.mrt.org) Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre (MRT) celebrates 45 years 
this season as the Merrimack Valley’s 
professional theatre. With a steadfast 
commitment to new plays, MRT's sea-
son includes several premieres, in the 
279-seat Nancy L. Donahue Theatre at 
Liberty Hall. 

Under the leadership of the Nancy L. 
Donahue Executive Artistic Director 
Courtney Sale, MRT strives to fulfill 
its mission to “create remarkable new 
and contemporary plays that bring joy 
to our art form while engaging, enter-
taining and enriching our community.” 
The non-profit company guarantees 
that shows are accessible to audiences 
of all incomes; partners with businesses 
and other non-profits to fully engage the 
community; and contributes to the eco-
nomic vitality of Lowell by attracting 
diverse audiences from throughout the 
region. 

Recent acclaimed productions include 
Letters from Home, The 39 Steps, Best 
Summer Ever, Erma Bombeck: At 
Wit's End, Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley, the bestselling production 

in MRT’s history, and The Wickhams: 
Christmas at Pemberley, both by 
Lauren Gunderson and Margot Melcon; 
Cambodian Rock Band by Lauren Yee 
and KNYUM by Vichet Chum, works 
in celebration of Lowell’s Cambodian 
community; The Haunted Life, a world 
premiere adaptation of Jack Kerouac’s 
unfinished novel; the world premiere of 
The Rise and Fall of Holly Fudge by Trista 
Baldwin; and plays about the Black ex-
perience, including Until the Flood by 
Dael Orlandersmith, Nina Simone: Four 
Women by Christina Ham, and Back 
Together Again: The Music of Roberta 
Flack and Donny Hathaway.
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2023/2024 PROGRAMMING SUPPORTERS

CLOSER LOOK: PLAYWRIGHT SPOTLIGHT WITH STEVEN DIETZ 

BARR-KLARMAN MASSACHUSETTS ARTS INIATIVE
CITY OF LOWELL

DEMOULAS FOUNDATION
RICHARD K. & NANCY L. DONAHUE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

AUBERT J. FAY CHARITABLE FUND
GREATER MERRIMACK VALLEY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

LOWELL CULTURAL COUNCIL
MASSACHUSETTS CULTURAL COUNCIL

MASSACHUSETTS CULTURAL FACILITIES FUND
MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE OF TRAVEL & TOURISM

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 
THEODORE EDSON PARKER FOUNDATION

THE SHUBERT FOUNDATION
NATHANIEL & ELIZABETH P. STEVENS FOUNDATION

TRUSTEES OF THE AYER HOME 

EXCERPTED FROM THE CINCINNATI SHAKESPEARE COMPANY PLAYBILL WITH PERMISSION

Perhaps the brightest week this sum-
mer, Cincinnati Shakespeare Company 
began rehearsals on a play with a 
particularly dark, brooding subject: 
Gaslight. This psychological Victorian 
thriller follows the descent of a mar-
riage when the wife’s reality is twisted, 
forcing her to question the truth and her 
husband’s intentions. 

A play originally written in 1938 by 
Patrick Hamilton, Gaslight has seen 
many versions, most notably the play 
Angel Street and the film noir adaptation 

starring Ingrid Bergman in 1944. Now 
Patrick Hamilton’s play sees a new life 
with an adaptation by Steven Dietz, 
co-produced by Cincinnati Shakespeare 
Company and Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre. 

A part of CSC’s New Play Development 
program, Gaslight has undergone 
several workshops over the last year. 
On August 15th, CSC passed the first 
rehearsal milestone, entering the home-
stretch until Opening. In the upcoming 
weeks, the work continues both within 

the rehearsal room and on the page.  

Later that week, Kyrié, CSC’s 
Communications and Engagement 
Manager, had the pleasure of sitting 
down with Steven Dietz to discuss his 
new play, writing process, and the world 
of theatre. 
 
KO: What is the enduring appeal of 
Gaslight and how does your adapta-
tion capture it? 

SD: The enduring appeal of Gaslight is 
that there are secrets in our lives and 
marriages. These can be delicious or 
dangerous secrets. In his 1930s play, 
Patrick Hamilton put that in a pot 
boiler atmosphere where the secrets 
are dangerous and urgent, seeking to 
unsettle and entertain at the same time. 
Gaslight was also adapted into a well-
known film, which helped that story 
last across time. And then, of course, 
in recent years the term “gaslighting” 
- created by this very play - entered 
our contemporary lexicon.  Gaslight  is 
a compelling narrative and I’m grateful 
for the opportunity to take a crack at it. 

KO: What inspired you to revisit this 
story? 

SD: I asked the publishers of the original 
1938 play, Angel Street, if that version 
was still regularly produced.  It was my 
feeling I could update and streamline 
it, making it newly come alive onstage.  
They put me in touch with the Hamilton 
estate, who agreed with my proposal.  
It was a chance to test my story-mak-
ing against what I believe is the gold 
standard of stage thrillers. I have been 
fortunate to write plays in a variety of 

styles, and I had reached a point in my 
writing of thrillers where I wanted to 
challenge myself against what I believe 
is the best thriller the theatre has to 
offer.  A challenge like that is just as 
inspiring to me as an original idea. 

KO: Gaslight is known for its psy-
chological suspense. How did you 
approach capturing and enhancing 
this element in your adaptation? 

SD: The psychological suspense in 
Gaslight is thrilling and provocatively 
familiar. I wouldn’t want anyone who 
encounters the play to this to be in a 
situation like our heroine Bella, but my 
approach was to make her dealings with 
her husband as real as possible, and his 
dealings with her as real as possible. 
And no sooner do I say that, than I have 
to add that what passes for “real” in the 
theatre tends to be much  bigger than 
our lives. It’s more provocative— more 
dangerous. This fantastic group of ac-
tors and directors will find their way 
to root it in reality of the world we live 
in, while heightening it for the world of 
the play. 

KO: I’m so glad you said that. 
Rickerby Hinds, another playwright 
and professor once said, “The person 
on stage is larger than life just by be-
ing on stage. Therefore, everything is 
amplified.” Why would you say stakes 
are heightened in this medium? 

SD: The stakes are heightened in a play 
because you’ve stopped to observe 
someone’s life unravel. You don’t go 
over to your friend’s or neighbor’s house 
and pull up a chair to watch their life 
unravel.  (Or at least I don’t.) 
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	 Another challenge is the as-
sumption that everything I put on 
stage will be interesting. That’s not 
true [laughs]. The challenge is when you 
put something on stage, it will compel 
attention for a moment, but audiences 
are so intuitively masterful at narrative 
(whether they are “regular theatre go-
ers” or not) that they remain hungry for 
change … and you have to keep feeding 
them. What Gaslight feeds you is mys-
tery and tension and questions.
	 I also want to make sure that we 
talk about how entertaining this play 
is. There’s humor, drama, and mystery 
inside, but what this play tries to deliver 
is not sadness— not even psychology— 
but thrills. It’s trying to make you jump. 
I believe you will root for certain char-
acters in this play, but differently than 
you would in a drama. In a drama you 
are awaiting resolution.  In a thriller, 
you are awaiting release.  To have the 
villain get caught, or the heroine escape, 
or whatever.  I think that’s fundamen-
tally entertaining. 

KO: This play is a part of CSC’s New 
Play Development program to com-
mission new works. You mentioned 
the rewrites you’re doing this week. 
For people who don’t know about the 
process of developing new plays, how 
does the revision process work? 

SD: As a playwright you are not in the 
room to see/hear the play the way you 
saw/heard it in your head, alone in 
your studio.  You are there to change/
strengthen/tighten/complicate it - using 
the new information you receive when 
it comes to life in front of you - with 
the skills of professional actors - in the 

rehearsal room.  There’s this misnomer 
that to write a play you get inspired, 
go away for a long weekend to write, 
then hand it to the actors. If that’s the 
truth, it has never happened to me in 
my forty-some plays. I love that I get to 
generate an early draft of the play, but 
every day in rehearsal, I have a chance 
to make it better. Rehearsal gives actors 
time to craft their performance and 
directors time to craft their staging. I 
need to make just as much use of this 
process - crafting my revised script in 
tandem with my collaborators. I don’t 
have to get it right the first time and I 
won’t. Every day I get to learn some-
thing. A play is a fungible, transitional 
thing and by the time the audience 
comes – the first audience to ever have 
seen this new version of the story - we 
will have it ready. But the process of 
playwriting is the process of rewriting 
in rehearsal. Thank goodness. 

KO: As you work on these revisions, 
can you speak about the collabora-
tive process with the creative team 
and cast in bringing your vision of 
Gaslight to life?  

SD: As a writer, you have a lot of time 
alone. Many of us crave that, however, 
the other side of my personality wants 
to be in a room of smart people with 
expertise and craft. My job in rehearsal 
is to learn from the actors, directors, 
and designers. As I said earlier, my play 
is being shaped by that process. My 
definition of collaboration is that what 
changes in the room is me, meaning I am 
being open. Not all artists can or want 
to collaborate (after all, collaboration is 
not a virtue, it is a tactic) but it’s what I 

adore about theatre. If you’re going to 
stay in this business, you are choosing 
to learn from the other people in the 
room. That ethos is extraordinarily 
powerful and not found in any other 
art form in the same way. 
	 This process is also unique 
because I’m collaborating with an ex-
isting script from the thirties that I’ve 
changed and updated. And two theatres 
are collaborating here– Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company is collaborating 
with Merrimack Repertory Theatre 
outside Boston, so you’re seeing two 
theaters come together and do a joint 
world premiere of this play. It's a col-
laboration on every level, and it means 
we will see this play with a variety of 
audiences [in Cincinnati] and elsewhere. 
That is something to really be praised 
because new plays need that launch. 
They need that booster rocket under 
them. I’m terribly grateful that this play 
will get that here. 

KO: As a teacher and playwright, 
what advice do you have for aspiring 
playwrights? 

SD: Lean in. Do your work. Do it every 
chance you get. Show up for your own 
writing as you would show up for a 
good friend.  Not as a habit, but as a 
practice.  Challenge and disrupt your 
own thinking, attitudes, opinions about 
what a play is or isn’t.  Don’t wait for 
inspiration. I believe inspiration is a 
myth– I honestly do. It’s a thing that 
writers want to believe other writers 
have. There’s a lot of half-truths about 
playwriting. There’s a lot of half-truths 
about “write about you know” and 
“show-don’t-tell.” I’m not saying these 
aren’t true, but they’re insufficient. So, 
I would say, if you see something that 
interests you, make a start. John Cage 
said, “begin anywhere.” 

KO: Thank you for the John Cage ref-
erence! [laughs] It was lovely chatting 
with you. The script is breathtaking 
and I’m excited to see the final prod-
uct on stage. Good luck in rehearsal 
today!

Written by Kyrié Owen 
Published August 18, 2023

978.452.4541  info@owlstamp.com|
31 1st Street  Lowell, MA 01850|

https://rizzoslowell.com/
http://owlstamp.com
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MON-SAT

Enjoy this Year’s 
MRT shows

Join us for coffee, tea, cocktails & more
Open every day until 9pm

61 Market St Downtown Lowell

ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE:  AUTO/HOME/UMBRELLA/RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 
 

BUSINESS INSURANCE: GENERAL LIABILITY/PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY/ 
WORKERS COMPENSATION/COMMERCIAL AUTO/COMMERCIAL UMBRELLA/HEALTH/ 

LIFE/ACCIDENT/DISABILITY 
 

FULL SERVICE AGENCY 
WE ISSUE PLATES ON PREMISES

http://atheniancorner.com
https://brewdawakening.com/
https://buffcitysoap.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brand&gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw1aOpBhCOARIsACXYv-fdXzctOyDRHNmjmuv6aoex5Q-fSMGPNcCD0kQ8HH40lGlaPzpyli4aAnv1EALw_wcB
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Wolfgang, the greatest actor in the world, is interrupted while performing 
his “one-man extravaganza” by a delivery person with a mysterious  
package. But the show must go on, and the two of them take on all the 
roles in this fast, funny, and surprising adaptation. The wolf may have 
dinner plans, but this Red is courageous, clever - and talented! 

JANUARY 10-28, 2024

BY ALLISON GREGORY

(Recommended for ages 5 and older.)

THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES | THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES | THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES | THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES |

TICKETS
 ADULT $34 | CHILDREN $15

PRODUCED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH  
MIDDLESEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND UMASS LOWELL

PERFORMED AT RICHARD AND NANCY DONAHUE FAMILY ACADEMIC ARTS CENTER

STUDY GUIDE SPONSOR

MRT YOUNG COMPANY

YOUNGER COMPANY

STUDENT MATINEES

The MRT Young Company offers an educational theatre  
experience for students 14-18 years old. During our  
summer program, students participate in an intensive  
course of performance, scene analysis, and collaborative  
playwriting. Our generous funders guarantee admission through scholarships and grants.

All the qualities of the Young  
Company in a weeklong intensive  
led by MRT Artists for ages 11 to 13.

More than 3,000 local students attend our student matinees each season. The matinees 
offer many students their first exposure to professional theatre and teaches them new 
ways to explore storytelling and literature. Our Partners in Education program keeps the 
program affordable for all.

STUDY GUIDES | With our commitment to Theatre Education, MRT creates seasonal 
Study Guides as a resource for educators, students, and patrons.  These guides focus on 
Massachusetts learning standards and provide comprehensive articles, activities, and 
discussion topics related to the subject matter of each play.

CONTACT | Eve Foldan, Enterprise Bank Box Office; box_office@mrt.org | 978.654.4678

Photos of Merrimack Repertory Theatre’s Young Company and student matinees by MegPix/Meghan Moore.

JUST 
ADDED!

THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
UMASS LOWELL is proud to support 
the Merrimack Repertory Theatre. 
Congratulations on your 45th season!

uml.edu

https://mrt.org/Red
http://uml.edu
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Adam Baacke  
Judith Benson 

Anton Chernoff 
Michael G. Conway

Karen Hartman

Terry T. Howard 
Stephen J. Irish 
Bopha Malone
Susan Mitchell 

Alyce Moore 

Jack Moynihan
Philip Sisson

Jeffrey Wilson 
Susu Wong

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Nancy L. Donahue, Chair

Kate Reid, President
Timothy Greenwood, Vice President

George Villaras, Treasurer 
Evan Schapiro, Secretary 

Joanne Yestramski, Past President

Denise Cormier in A Woman of the World  
this past spring. 
Photo by Kathy Wittman.

Maiesha McQueen in Until the Flood our 
first video on demand production and the 
first show of the special 2021-22 Season. 
Photo by Kathy Wittman.

MRT gratefully acknowledges all contributions to the Annual Fund for the 12 months preceding October 3, 2023.   
Due to space limitations, our listing reflects donors of $100 and above.  Thank you for supporting live theatre.

ANNUAL FUND DONORS

PRODUCERS CIRCLE, PLATINUM  
$25,000 and above
Barr-Klarman Massachusetts Arts  
   Initiative 
City of Lowell 
Richard K. & Nancy L. Donahue  
   Charitable Foundation 
Enterprise Bank 
Daniel & Mary Frantz 
Belinda Juran & Evan Schapiro 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Office of Travel &  
   Tourism 
Mark & Kate Reid 
The Shubert Foundation, Inc. 
Theodore Edson Parker Foundation 

PRODUCERS CIRCLE, GOLD  
$10,000 - 24,999
Peggy & Anton Chernoff 
The Aubert J. Fay Charitable Fund 
Jo Goldman 
Greater Lowell Community Foundation 
Greater Merrimack Valley Convention &  
   Visitors Bureau 
Dr. Terry & Phyllis Howard 
Judy & Geoff 
Lowell Cultural Council 
Lowell Five Bank 
Susan Mitchell & Jim Waldo 
National Endowment for the Arts 

PRODUCERS CIRCLE, SILVER  
$5,000 – 9,999 
Demoulas Foundation 
George Duncan 
John & Denise Glaser 
Tim & Anita Greenwood 
Harrill Family Foundation 
Joseph & Karen Hartman 
John A. Hunnewell Trust 
Alyce & John Moore 
Donald & Andrea Morgan 
Nathaniel & Elizabeth P. Stevens Foundation 
Charles & Joanne Yestramski   

PRODUCERS CIRCLE, BRONZE  
$2,500 – 4,999 
Anonymous 
Corning Incorporated Foundation 
Fred & Connie Glore, along with Glore Fund  
   Donations 
Helen G. Hauben Foundation 
Jeanne D'Arc Credit Union 
K. Bradley & M. McCracken 
Anita & Elliot Perkins 
Dr. Rohini & Dr. Ravinder Sakhuja 
Trustees of the Ayer Home 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Carolyn Walsh & Jack Moynihan 
Workers Credit Union   

PRODUCERS CIRCLE $1,000 – 2,499 
Anonymous (4) 
Baacke/Laput/North Family 
Bruce & Sue Bonner 
Chubb Charitable Foundation - Matching 
Amanda Cobb 

Mark & Debbie Curtiss 
Carole Cushing 
Richard & Linda Day 
Maureen F. DiPalma 
Karen L. Donahue - In Honor of Joseph P.  
   Donahue, Jr. 
Mike & Beth Donahue 
Barbara Estrin 
Fred C. Church Insurance 
Alan & Debby Friedman 
Debra Grossman & Kate Tyndall 
Gary Gumuchian 
Kim Henry 
Stephen & Suzanne Irish 
Monica & Alan Kent, MD 
Claire M. Kovacs 
Les & Judy Kramer 
Will & Anastasia Lyman 
Brian & Elise Martin 
MBIA Foundation, Inc. - Matching 
Dr. Sheila Morehouse & Dr. Vincent Waite 
Jeff & Isabelle Perkins 
Inger & Peter Rhoads 
Lolli & Richard Sumberg 
Robert & Martha Supnik 
United Way of Massachusetts Bay &  
   Merrimack Valley 
Ronald Willett & William Mitchell 
Jeffrey R. Wilson & Allison Dolan-Wilson 

BACKER $500 – 999 
Anonymous (4) 
Scott & Nancy Bartis 
Dorothy Boisvert & Petr Honcu 
Sue & Randy Brown 
Kathleen Shine Cain 
Robert Caruso 
Clement T. Cole & Margaret E. Marshall 
Elaine Daigle 
Suellen & Stuart Davidson 
Sarah Davis & Dee Miller 
Eastern Bank Foundation 
Len & Nancy Gerzon 
Michael Hirsch & Katherine Lobo 
Michael & Kathleen Hogan 
Kenneth & Karin Keyser 
Caroline & Mike Rider 
David & Cyndy Sawyer 
Richard & Peggy Siegel 
David Tierney, USMC 
Claremarie Toohey 
Deborah Westwood 
Ruth R. White  

COLLABORATOR $250 – 499
Anonymous 
Leeann Atkinson & Tim Durkee 
Peter & Rosemary Aucella 
Jeannine Ayotte 
Rebecca Backman & Stephen Cotton 
Stephan & Faith Bader 
Richard S. & Carol Balmas 
James & Barbara Battis 
Edward & Deborah Bimbo 
Katharine & Brett Bonner 
John H. Boss 
Cliff & Tricia Bourie 
Gail Brodeur 

John Broussard 
Chris & Bruce Brown 
Susan Brown 
Dana Buske & Michael Schneider 
David & Cheryl Carpenter 
Maryrose & Mike Coiner 
Favreau Charitable Fund 
Edward & Monique Fisichelli 
Meera Gill 
Robert L. Gosselin 
Ellen Guthrie & John Mankovich 
Rob Harris 
Carol Ann Hayton 
Herbison Family 
Pat Kalik 
Kerri Keeler 
Joan & Arnold Kerzner 
Marsha Lavoie 
Robin Lazarow - In Memory of Jeanne  
   Kangas 
Joyce & Billy Limberopoulos 
Geoff & Katie Lucente 
John & Judy Lugus 
Eric & Kathryn Lund-Wilde 
John & Patti Markuns 
Fred & Barbara Marshik-Geurts 
Nancy M. Meehan 
Andy & Marti Michaud 
Alan & Helene Michel 
Judy & Gerry Miller 
Arthur & Marcia Mittler 
Dan & Goo Newman 
Suzanne Nicholas 
Stan & Jan Powers 
D.J. Prowell 
Norman & Sue Rice 
John & Beverly Roder 
Frauke Roth 
Kathryn Roy & Dennis Shedd 
Mary E. Scott 
Dr. Nancy Selleck 
Daniel & Tamara Smith 
Maura & Doug Snow 
Brian & Cheryl Stafford 
Rev. Robert Stetson 
Chris & Tom Stevens 
Jeffrey Stone 
Richard Surko 
Nancy J. Teel 
Carol Tingleff 
Lee E. Vorderer & Bob Bass 
Barbara Wrightson  

ASSOCIATE $100 – 249
Anonymous (4) 
Anonymous - In Honor of John Dyson 
Anonymous - In Memory of Bob McDonald 
Robert & Susannah Abbott 
Katherine Ahern 
Alan & Kate Albee 
Clementine Alexis 
B. Scott Andersen & Sandra Peters 
Sue Andrews 
Michael Arthur & Pat Keck 
Robert & Alice Ayotte 
Jacqueline C. Baker 
Anthony & Lorraine Barbarino 
Nancy & John Bartlett 
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Sweeney ToddSweeney Todd
On the Razor’s Edge On the Razor’s Edge 

OBP Presents:OBP Presents:

The Comley-Lane Theatre
December 2nd & 3rd at 2 &

7pm
Instagram and Tiktok:

@umlobp

Adapted by Jon Jory and Michael Bigelow Dixon  Adapted by Jon Jory and Michael Bigelow Dixon  

lala books
WHERE READERS GATHER

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

189 MARKET ST, LOWELL

978-221-5966

lalabookstore.com

83 Parkhurst Rd, Unit 14 
Chelmsford, MA  01824 

978-937-5023 
lowellblueprint@gmail.com 

• High Speed digital reprographics,             
Black and White or Full Color 

• 840 “D - size” prints per hour! 

• Water & Tear resistant prints 

• Scanning of documents up to 42” 
wide! 

• Construction Plans & Spec Books 
printed 

• Enlargements, Reductions & Rescaling 

• Mylar Prints - color or black & white 

• Shipping and delivery anywhere! 

www.lowellblueprint.com
A division of Don Anderson, Inc.~ custom home design

Same Day Prints with Expert Service

https://www.instagram.com/umlobp/
http://boulaylaw.com
http://lalabookstore.com
http://lalabookstore.com/
http://lowellblueprint.com
http://zuccarolaw.com
http://falcettipianos.com
http://jfklibrary.org
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For more information, please contact:

Kristin McCauley, Director of Development & Engagement, at kristin.mccauley@mrt.org.

THE LIVING LEGACY SOCIETY
Merrimack Repertory Theatre’s Living Legacy 
Society was established to provide a lasting legacy  
for donors who believe in the mission of MRT.

LIVING LEGACY SOCIETY ENDOWED FUNDS

The Living Legacy Society helps you combine financial goals with charitable giving. 
When you support MRT with a planned gift to the Living Legacy Society, you can:

Living Legacy Society gifts may be made through a bequest, a gift of appreciated securities or 
assets, beneficiary designation of retirement plans or life insurance, a charitable remainder trust, 
or a gift of property.

Your support will ensure that MRT continues its vital role in arts, education, and community 
building for years to come.

If you have already made MRT part of your estate plans, we invite you to join the Living Legacy 
Society. Thank you.

• Secure steady payments throughout 
    your lifetime and increase available 
    income

• Ensure support of a loved one after 
   your lifetime

• Reduce income, estate, and capital 
    gains taxes

• Build lasting support for the greater  
   Merrimack Valley’s only professional 
    theatre
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Anonymous
Anonymous*
Richard K.* and Nancy L. 
   Donahue 
Mr. and Mrs. Winslow H. Duke 
The Estate of Mr. Donald Fulton 
Debra Grossman and Kate Tyndall

Mary E. Harrington*
Frank and Belva Hopkins
Jack and Thérèse O’Connor
R. Edward Roach
Linda Sutter and Steve Centore
Bernice and Joseph Weider*

Partners in Education Fund

Linda Trudel Endowed 
    Scholarship Fund

Fund for Merrimack 
    Repertory Theatre

*deceased

ANNUAL FUND DONORS
Mary Bassett 
Caroline & Bryan Bateson 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Elizabeth H. Black 
Lee Walkley Bory 
Rahul Bose 
Fred & Cheryl Boss 
Bopha Boutselis 
Veronica Boutureira 
Loring Bradlee & Janet Stone 
Jonathan and Ellen Brody 
Bill & Pam Brown 
Margaret & William Brown 
Thomas & Deborah Buretta 
June Butkas 
Kathy & John Cadigan 
David & Theresa Campbell 
Charles & Serena Caperonis 
John & Linda Carson 
Joseph & Joanne Caruso 
Professor Claire Chamberlain 
Timothy Christenfeld 
Michael Ciuchta 
Nicole Clarke 
Bill & Kathy Conole 
Michael Conway 
Bob & Mary Cotter 
Sally Coulter & Jim Pope 
Brett Cromwell 
Charleen Daniels 
Michele Davis 
Lauren Desforge 
Jeffrey DeVoyd 
Linda M. Dispensa 
Linda J. Dixon 
Michael & Jane Duffley 
George & Anna Duggan 
Bruce & Nancy Earnley 
Ellen Eaton 
R. Ellis & C. Kamasaki 
Lenore Evans 
John & Joanne Fitzgerald 
Suzanne Frechette 
Roger & Kathryn Frieden 
Colleen Fuller 
Arthur Giacomarra & Mary E. Bassett 
Ed & Melanie Gillick 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gold 
Pauline M. Golec 
Larisa Goncharenko 
Bob Gore 
Jane & David Gossard 
Brian Gourlie 
Simon & Caroline Graham 
Judy Grande 
Jerry & Pat Greer 
Cathy & Thomas Griffin 
Sonya Hackel 
Donna Haines 
Deborah Hamilton 
Maureen Hancock 
Marian & William Harman 
Maureen Hastings 
Susan Hill 
Jodie & Hal Holway 
Jim & Marie Hoyt 
Donna Hoyt 
Susan Hoyt 
Ernie & Ellen Huber 
Mark & Emily Hunter 
Kellie Hunter & Peter Monahan 

Christian Huntress 
Gillian Husted 
David & Patricia Immen 
Paul Janocha 
Elizabeth R. Jarok 
Tom & Alison Jaskiewicz 
Mary & Robert Johnson-Lally 
Garland Kemper & Richard Warner 
Lynn Kerner 
Bill & Audrey Kilbride 
Mary King & Shirley Keech 
Ken & Jean Kriedberg 
The Kydd Family 
William LaFrance 
Virginia & Marc Lamere 
Robert Lavoie 
Barbara Leary & Tom Sangiolo 
Barbara & Allen Levesque 
Mark & Diane Levine 
David & Regina Levine 
Robert & Helen Littlefield 
Lowell Polish Cultural Committee 
Colette P. Lyons 
Pauline M. MacDonald 
Leo & Beverly Makohen 
Robert Malone 
Bob & Kate Malone 
Richard & Mary Ellen Maloney 
John & Christina Matthews 
Ame Matuza 
Sandra McQuillan 
Eric & Carrie Meikle 
Barbara Michaud & Donald Agostinelli 
Rev. Paul Millin & Dr. Betty Millin 
Kathleen Morrell 
William & Ann Morrison 
Scott Morton 
Rachel Muller 
Frederick & Juliet Nagle 
Joe Nardoni 
Nancy & Robert Norbedo 
Jackie & Victor Normand 
Andrew & Denise O'Connor 
Cathleen & Bradford O'Neill 
Oracle Corporation - Matching 
Wayne & Maura Parnin 
Dr. Edward Parsons 
Margaret Pedersen 
Chris & Cheryl Perkins 
Jan Perry & Paul Landrey 
Ernie Petrides 
Judith Potter 
Donna Power 
Roddy & Diane Powers 
Dr. Russell Prevost 
Charles & Frances Przyjemski 
Bill & Debb Putnam 
Cooper Quiriy 
Kathleen Regan 
Dr. Sarah Richards 
Diane & Michael Ridlon 
Nancy Riese & Vincent Ferrante 
Catherine & Wes Robie 
Wyley & Suellen Robinson 
Douglas Roeck 
Esther & Sam Rosenzweig 
Anita Rossiter 
Wanda & Paul Royte 
Katherine S. Ryan 
Stephen Salt 
R. N. Sandberg 

Joellen Scannell 
Lamby Scharff 
Ellenjane Scheiner 
William & Donna Schroeder 
Sara Seekings & Sarah Manning 
Linda Shea 
Susan & Joe Sheedy 
Peter & Karen Silvia 
Ioana Singureanu 
Carol & Kevin Smith 
Walter Smith 
Karla Sorenson 
Joy Stafford 
Marion Stoddart 
Edward & Eileen Sullivan 
Ellen & Jack Sullivan 
Gail Sullivan 
Mary Ann C. Szufnarowski 
Tom Taylor 
Robert H. Terranova 
Mark Tincknell 
Patricia Vanderpot 
Vinnie & Deborah Villano 
Benjamin & Judith Volinski 
Caryl Walsh 
Lawrence Wangerin 
Wellenstein Family 
Nancy Williams 
Richard Willis 
The Wimbergs 
Warren & Luella Woodford 
Stoney & Jean Worster 
Marc Zimmerman & Jacqueline Gillis  

Thank you to our friends at 3M for 
volunteering their time and support, 
helping us prepare for the season and 
welcoming our artists to MRT.

We make every effort to provide accurate 
recognition for our contributors, however 
occasional errors do occur. To inform us 
of a correction, please contact Kaitlyn 
Crockett, Development Coordinator, at 
kaitlyn.crockett@mrt.org.

+denotes In-Kind Contributions

mailto:kristin.mccauley%40mrt.org?subject=
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SEQUIN SPONSOR
Richard K. & Nancy L. Donahue  
   Charitable Foundation  

SATIN SPONSOR
Susan Mitchell & Jim Waldo 

PLATFORMS SPONSOR
Judy Benson & Geoff Webster 
Demoulas Foundation 

FEATHER BOA SPONSOR
Enterprise Bank 
Stephen & Suzanne Irish 
John & Alyce Moore 
Evan Schapiro & Belinda Juran 
University of Massachusetts Lowell    

FUR & FRINGE SPONSOR  
Fred C. Church Insurance 
Clark Insurance: A Marsh & McLennan  
   Agency 
Michael Conway Insurance 
Timothy & Anita Greenwood 
Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union 
Mahoney Oil Company / Eastern Salt  
   Company 
Martha Mayo 
Jack Moynihan & Carolyn Walsh 
Mark & Kate Reid 
Chuck & Joanne Yestramski  

GALA DONORS  
Keri Ames 
Howard Amidon 
Baacke/Laput/North Family 
Joan Bennett 
Judy & Geoff 
Jane Calvin 
Bora Chiemruom 
Michael Cipriano 
Richard Clarke 
Maryrose & Mike Coiner 
Gracelyann Cordero 
Laura Dike 
Maureen F. DiPalma 
Jim Dolan 
Beth & Michael Donahue 
Stephanie Donahue 
Nancy Donahue 
Barbara Estrin 
Office of Gallagher & Cavanaugh, CLP 
John & Denise Glaser 
Lynette Greenlay-Bucuzzo 
Tim & Anita Greenwood 
Paula Haines 
Dr. Terry & Phyllis Howard 
Peter Hurley 
Stephen Irish 
John Jurczak 
Joan & Thomas Kane 
Priscila Keliher 
Lisa LaPlume-Morton 
Cherrice Lattimore 
Marianne Lemieux 
Joe & Lori Lussier 

Joan Maillhot 
Bopha Malone 
Henri & Nancy Marchand 
Carrie Mathews 
Jackie McCourt 
Paul McDonald 
Bonnie McIsaac 
Joyce Meyer 
Susan Mitchell 
Alyce Moore 
Stephen Moore 
Harry Mussman 
Julie Nash 
Therese & Jack O'Connor 
Ellen & Dan Pedro 
Joseph R. Pyne 
Joe Regan 
Mark & Kate Reid 
Paulette Renault-Caragianes 
Nancy Rourke 
Ellenjane Scheiner 
Jonathan Silverman 
Philip J. Sisson 
Dorothy Sullivan 
Chester Szablak 
Claudia Talland 
Steven Tello 
Leah Temple 
Lee Viliesis 
George Villaras 
Jeffrey R. Wilson & Allison Dolan-Wilson 
Susu Wong 
Joanne Yestramski 
Anthony Zavagnin

2023 GALA DONORS

Leenya Rideout in Wild Horses at Stevens-Coolidge House and Gardens.  
Photo courtesy of Megpix/Meghan Moore

MRT STAFF
Nancy L. Donahue Executive Artistic Director ....................................................................................... Courtney Sale

ARTISTIC

PRODUCTION

ADMINISTRATION

Young Company Director ............................................................................................................................  Robert Cornelius
Commissioned Playwrights ................................................................... Vichet Chum, Kevin Kling, Melinda Lopez,  

Dael Orlandersmith, Kalean Ung
Young Company Coordinator .....................................................................................................................  Kaitlyn Crockett

Interim Production Manager ...................................................................................................................  Andrew Andrews
Lighting and Sound Supervisor ............................................................................................................................  Mike Finke
Lighting and Sound Assistant ................................................................................................................  Rhiannon Downer
Costume Shop Supervisor ......................................................................................................................................  Kate Dyson
Company Manager ....................................................................................................................................................... Elena Ring
Resident Dramaturg ...........................................................................................................................................  Allison Backus

Director of Finance ..................................................................................................................................................  Edgar Cyrus
Director of Development & Engagement .......................................................................................  Kristin A. McCauley
Graphic Designer ......................................................................................................................................................  Emily Boyer
House Manager ............................................................................................................................................................  John Dyson
Box Office Manager .....................................................................................................................................................  Eve Foldan
Box Office and Front House Assitant ....................................................................................................  Robert McKenzie
Database Projects Manager ...................................................................................................................................  E Larocque
Development Coordinator ...........................................................................................................................  Kaitlyn Crockett
Website Consultant .................................................................................................................................. Stellar Web Studios
Digital Advertising ................................................................................................................................. Beasley Media Group
Photographer ......................................................................................................................................  Megpix/Meghan Moore
Video ................................................................................................................................  Kathy Wittman/Ball Square Films

MRT gratefully acknowledges all donations to the 2023 MRT Annual Gala this past June.  
Thank you for contributing to an impactful night! 

We make every effort to provide accurate recognition for our contributors, however occasional errors do occur. To inform us of a 
correction, please contact Kaitlyn Crockett, Development Coordinator, at kaitlyn.crockett@mrt.org.
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NOW HIRING!
 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME EVENT STAFF

 
PAY STARTS AT $15/HOUR

 
CONTACT 

CHRIS@KBK-SPORTS.COM
TO LEARN MORE 

Microbrewery
& 

Taproom
www.merrimackales.com

GALA!
SAVE THE DATE

FRIDAY, JUNE 7TH, 2024

COMING IN NOVEMBER...

TICKETS $5 EACH | 5 FOR $20

MRT HOLIDAY  
RAFFLE RETURNS

http://jfklibrary.org
http://chelmsfordanimalhospital.com
http://www.merrimackales.com


STONES HOSPITALITY GROUP
and

Two Great Restaurants 
Just a Stones’ Throw Away

“I live by bread like you, taste grief, feel want, need friends….”
             — Macbeth

Bringing Style to downtown
Since 1994

Since 2008

Private Rooms, Great Cocktails, Sunday Brunch

 cobblestonesoflowell.com • moonstones110.com 

http://cobblestonesoflowell.com

