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‘Home of the Brave’ fun capper to stellar MRT season

By KATHLEEN PALMER

Staff Writer

In politics, as in so many
other arenas, the devil is in
the details. In “Home of the
Brave,” the season-ender
for Merrimack Repertory
Theatre, that seems to
literally be the case.

The story by playwright
Lila Rose Kaplan centers
around Senator Bernadette
Spence (played by Karen
MacDonald, who's trod the
boards for MRT several
times), slightly frazzled
and discouraged as she
tries to rush home to her
family for Christmas. Her
exit from D.C. is held up
by the sudden, mysterious
appearance of Adrian -a
slick Brit in a tidy suit who
pitches to her the idea of
taking the next step in her
political career: running

IF YOU GO

Merrimack Repertory
Theatre presents ‘Home of
the Brave’

WHEN: Through May
15. See website for
dates and times.

WHERE: Nancy L.
Donahue Theatre, 50
E. Merrimack St.,
Lowell, Mass.

TICKETS: $20-$60.
Senior, group, Lowell
resident discounts.

INFORMATION: 1-978-
654-4678, box__
office@mrt.org or
mrt.org.
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SPECIAL
SPRING

Discount Prices Saturdays
& Sundays thru May 22nd!

: GENERAL ADMISSION: $29
% UNDER 48" or AGE 60+: ‘26

*#AGES 3 & UNDER: Always FREE!

M(ITIIEIIS
DAY SPECIAL

Sunday, May 8th

HOURS: Saturday & Sundays
11am ~ 6pm
weather permitting|

FREE ADMISSION
& FREE LUNCH
for MOM on
Mother’s Day!

Must be accompanied
by a paying child
admission purchased

at the Park on Mother's
Day, May 8; cannot be
combined with any other
offer, discount or promo.
For details, visit:

- or, perhaps, what — Adri-
an was. There are constant
hilarious bits where he
produces items magically
out of thin air, from teapots
to sandwiches to “catch-
ing” ninja throwing stars.
His entrances and exits
are equally mystifying. His
ability to sway each person
to his way of thinking
seems supernatural. Is his
urging of Bernadette to
run for president actually
a Faustian bargain of some
kind? What’s his Anglo
angle?

Worth mentioning is the
brilliant way each scene
change is handled. Bravo
to whomever orches-
trated those cleverly
choreographed moments
(director Sean Daniels, I
assume). Funny, smooth
and effective; I was moved
to applaud the final change
into the family barn. And
the sets by Randal Parsons
are just beautiful.

Gregorio stole the show
for this audience member.
The actor’s ice-skater fluid-
ity of movement, impec-
cable delivery, and even-

tual character arc — from
in-control puppetmaster to
frantically exposed fraud
—were a delight. Also big
on laughs was Brodess’
portrayal of gender-fluid
Val, in a Weird Al wig

and flowing clothes — who
fooled at least one audience
member, sitting next to me
at that performance. Nora
has a great line where she
notes “No meat, no pro-
nouns. Got it.”

Things really ramp up in
the second half, in terms
of farcical humor and
outright physicality — big
kudos to Duerr and her
bravery at some of the nin-
ja stuntwork she did, and
to Gregorio for a final exit
that would terrify me. The
best part of farce is how it
always comes to a chaotic,
silly culmination. I mean,
at one point, muffins are
hurled into the audience.
It’s hilarious.

“Home of the Brave” is a
charming, upbeat, light-
hearted way for MRT to
end its first season helmed
by Daniels.

Be sure to catch this
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Adrian (John Gregorio) tries to sway Sen. Bernadette
Spence (Karen MacDonald) into a run for the White
House, in Merrimack Repertory Theatre’s “Home of the

Brave.”

Kathleen Palmer can be reached at
594-6403, kpalmer@nashua
telegraph.com or @NHFoodand Fun
and @Telegraph_KathP.
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Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 8, 2016
10:00am-2:00pm

final show; it will surely
entice you to join them for
their upcoming season in
September.

Join us for an elegant brunch at the Crowne Plaza Nashua. Our
Sfunction rooms are beautifully decorated complete with seasonal
Slowers and ice sculptures. You will enjoy an exquisite
feast prepared for you by our Executive Chef, Todd Lytle.

Our menu will include your favorite breakfast items as well
as some magnificent lunch entrees, carving stations and
a bountiful dessert buffet. You will be sure to enjoy all
of our chef’s fabulous selections:

Maple Dijon Chicken, Southwest Coriander Salmon,
Spinach & Portobello, Rosemary Rubbed Top Round, Honey-Clove
Speared Pit Ham, Asian Spinach L Kale Salad, Bailey’s Vanilla
®Bean Torte, Chocolate Fudge Mousse CaRe...just to name a few.

Call today for your reservations ~ 603-886-1200

kG Adults $28.95 ~ Seniors $24.95 N
— Children (5- 10) $13.95 ~ Under 5 Complimentary b~
' *Prices do not include tax or gratuity

-\ . 2 Somerset Parkway, Nashua, NH 03063 E

www.cpnashua.com
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