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By Rick Sobey
rick.sobey@bostonherald.com

As Tropical Storm Ian strength-
ens and likely becomes a ma-
jor hurricane while approaching 
Florida, Boston-area meteorol-
ogists are keeping their eyes on 
the path to see if its remnants will 
make their way to New England 
later this week.

It’s “certainly a possibility” that 
Ian’s bluster will impact Massa-
chusetts, but there’s high uncer-
tainty in the forecast with the 
storm being so far away at this 
time.

“Things are very iffy about 
what becomes of Ian when it 
moves inland,” Dan Kottlowski, 
AccuWeather’s lead hurricane 
forecaster, told the Herald on 
Sunday. “There is some computer 
information that shows some rain 
as early as Saturday night, but 
there’s a lot of uncertainty.

“We’ll have to keep tabs with 
how things change with this,” 
added Kottlowski, who’s also a 
senior meteorologist at Accu-
Weather.

The farther east the storm 
tracks, the more likely the system 
will come up the coast quicker 
and impact New England, he said.

The more west Ian goes, the 
remnants should stay south of 
New England, he added.

The National Weather Ser-
vice’s Boston office also reported 
that there’s high uncertainty on 
whether or not the moisture from 
Ian will eventually get pulled 
northward into southern New 
England.

Some of the forecast models 
keep the rainfall to the region’s 
south, while others bring it up 
into this area. Meteorologists will 
need a few more days to have a 
better idea.

“It’s certainly a possibility, but 
it’s not looking like the case at 
this moment in time,” said Mat-
thew Belk, meteorologist at the 
National Weather Service’s Bos-
ton office. “We’ll see how things 
change over the next few days.”

As for the forecast ahead of 
next weekend, very pleasant 
temps in the 70s should start the 
week today and Tuesday with 
mainly dry weather, other than a 
spot shower or two.

Then temps should cool down 
into the 60s later in the week, but 
dry weather should prevail.

“It will feel like fall toward the 
end of the week,” Belk said.
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LOWELL >> Combine a fast-paced 
spy thriller with surreal, physi-
cal and almost slapstick comedy, 
and you have the season-open-
ing production at Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre.

“The 39 Steps” play adapta-
tion by Patrick Barlow is based 
on one of Alfred Hitchcock’s ear-
liest talkies, which in turn was 
based on a 1915 novel by Scottish 
writer John Buchan, and follows 
the travails of Richard Hannay 
on the run from London to the 
Scottish Highlands.

Scotland Yard is in pursuit of 
Hannay, a mild-mannered Cana-
dian, for the murder of a glam-

orous counterspy whose body is 
found in his London flat. Before 
she dies, she tells him he must 
save the United Kingdom from 
a spy ring based in Scotland, 
which is set on taking a danger-
ous secret to an enemy nation.

Hannay’s adventure brings 
him into contact with a variety 
of characters, including fellow 
passengers on the train, a Scot-
tish farm couple, spies, police of-
ficers, hotel staff, a flock of sheep 
and others. Just two actors play 
all these characters, except the 
Scottish farmer’s wife, in fast-
change scenes that keep the au-
dience laughing.

Hannay also encounters a 
young woman named Pamela on 
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DATELINE >> Energy efficiency can 
save homeowners and renters hun-
dreds of dollars a year, and the 
new Inflation Reduction Act in-
cludes a wealth of home improve-
ment rebates and tax incentives to 
help Americans secure those sav-
ing.

It extends tax credits for in-
stalling energy-efficient windows, 
doors, insulation, water heaters, 
furnaces, air conditioners or heat 
pumps, as well as for home energy 
audits. It also offers rebates for 
low- and moderate-income house-
holds’ efficiency improvements, up 

to $14,000 per home.
Together, these incentives aim 

to cut energy costs for consumers 
who use them by $500 to $1,000 
per year and reduce the nation’s 
climate-warming greenhouse gas 
emissions.

With so many options, what 
are the most cost-effective moves 
homeowners and renters can 
make?

My lab at UMass Lowell works 
on ways to improve sustainability 
in buildings and homes by find-
ing cost-effective design solutions 
to decrease their energy demand 
and carbon footprint. There are 
two key ways to cut energy use: 
energy-efficient upgrades and be-

havior change. Each has clear win-
ners.

Stop the leaks
The biggest payoff for both sav-

ing money and reducing emis-
sions is weatherizing the home 
to stop leaks. Losing cool air in 
summer and warm air in winter 
means heating and cooling sys-
tems run more, and they’re among 
the most energy-intensive systems 
in a home.

Gaps along the baseboard 
where the wall meets the floor and 
at windows, doors, pipes, fireplace 
dampers and electrical outlets are 
all prime spots for drafts. 

And how the new Inflation Reduction Act could help
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Watt-hour meters track electricity used by residents of an apartment 
building in St. Marys, Pa, in May 2009.  ENERGY > PAGE 8

FIRST 39 
STEPS 
OF THE 
SEASON

MRT launches season with ‘The 39 Steps’ adaptation

PHOTOS COURTESY MERRIMACK REPERTORY THEATRE

Richard Nguyen Sloniker and Margaret Ivey 
perform in Merrimack Repertory Theatre’s 
2022-23 season-opening production of 
‘The 39 Steps.’

From left, Richard Nguyen Sloniker, Ken Robinson and Tom Coiner 
perform in ‘The 39 Steps.’ To the left, from left, Ken Robinson, Tom 
Coiner, Margaret Ivey and Sloniker act in a scene together.
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Honesty, I felt useless at 
that moment in the park-
ing lot. What if the woman 
had lost consciousness 
or something else? I have 
zero CPR training. I’d be 
clumsy trying to tie a tour-

niquet, etc.
Many things can go 

wrong in parking lots, so 
it’s always best for driv-
ers and pedestrians to be 
alert. Surprisingly, 20 per-
cent of car accidents hap-
pen in parking lots and 
garages.

Someone in a big truck 
once plowed into my Volvo 
in the cramped entrance 

of a CVS parking lot dur-
ing Halloween day. He was 
in a hurry, and I remem-
ber cautioning him not to 
squeeze by because there 
wasn’t enough room, but he 
kept going.

Another time, I found my-
self in hot water at the same 
Market Basket parking lot. 
It was a busy Easter week-
end. I finished shopping but 

didn’t return the cart to the 
shopping cart corral. I safely 
placed it in front of my car 
just as a woman in a large 
SUV pulled in and parked 
across from me.

Before I could get into my 
car and leave, she stormed 
out of her vehicle.

“Too lazy to put the cart 
away? You could’ve hit my 
SUV,” she glared at me.

“I recently had surgery, so 
I left the cart here,” I replied.

“I don’t care about your 
surgery.”

I was shocked by her re-
mark.

“Ma’am, I recently under-
went spinal fusion. Do you 
know what that entails? I al-
ways return my cart, but I’m 
recovering.”

She made a face of disbe-

lief, and the gloves came off.
“You wanna see my 18-

inch scar?”
“No, I do not,” she an-

swered with a sneer to 
which I turned my back and 
lifted my shirt.

“There, lady, here’s my 
scar!” Then, I got into my 
car and left.

Not my finest moment. 
Darn that Greek temper.
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John E. Cox Bridge (Bridge 
Street) and past the Mas-
sachusetts Mills just feet 
from the Concord River. 
The walkway was busy last 
weekend with joggers and 
walkers.

The black bridge is 
roughly 12 feet wide, 10 of 
which is the walking path. 
Lights that illuminate the 
bridge were installed last 
fall. Due to the weight of the 
bridge, the decking was in-
stalled after the crane lifted 
it into place.

Before Phase II was com-
pleted there was still work 
to be done. A cantilever 
overlook where the Concord 
and Merrimack rivers meet 
had to be constructed. The 
$6 million project began in 
2016. Funding was provided 
by the city of Lowell ($1 mil-
lion) and $5 million in fed-
eral funds secured by U.S. 
Rep. Lori Trahan.

A ribbon-cutting cere-
mony will be held this fall, 
according to Golden. Now 
the goal is to connect Phase 
II with the Concord River 
Greenway.

“It’s going to be great 
when it’s all connected,” 
Golden said.
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Carlos Borges, left, of Tyngsboro, and Patrick Cook, of 
Lowell, jog over the new bridge that spans at the Concord 
River on Sept. 18. Leading the charge is Cook’s dog, 
Chewie. The bridge opened to the public last week.

worth it, especially since 
Dracut officials were on 
board with her plans.

“It’s hard enough to go 
into business by yourself,” 
Rolfs says. “But when you 
do it in Dracut, you’re not 
by yourself.”

While she was busy turn-
ing an empty mill space 

into an art studio, Rolfs 
found another spot at The 
Mall at Rockingham Park 
in Salem, N.H., and that 
space was actually ready 
before the Dracut space. 
But it doesn’t offer a kitchen 
for her cooking and baking 
classes. Dracut’s does.

“I knew there was a need 
for people to learn how to 
cook,” Rolfs says. “We pass 
cultures on through food.”

Having a child with spe-
cial needs, Rolfs is well 

aware of the therapeu-
tic benefits of art, and she 
brings that knowledge to 
the studio.

The Dracut site is 
equipped to offer many 
different forms of art, from 
drawing to culinary, pot-
tery to acting.

Dracut resident Bill 
Bradbury, a well-known 
artist in the area and for-
mer graphic designer for 
The Sun, is teaching classes 
in Dracut, as he taught 

classes for Rolfs’s grandfa-
ther before her.

Hammar’s Art Studio is 
hiring artists “who want 
to share their areas of ex-
pertise in the world of the 
arts,” Rolfs says.

For more information or 
to find out about employ-
ment opportunities, call 
Hammar’s Art Studio at 
781-739-2468, email Dra-
cut@HammarsArtStudio.
com or visit hammarsstu-
dios.com.
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rest of it made sense for 
me,” he added.

Mike Rushton pointed 
out the positives of EVs, 
including less mainte-
nance demands and that 
they have fewer parts that 
lead to damage. And, of 
course, proponents of EVs 
tout them as the environ-
mentally-friendly option 
compared to gas-powered 
vehicles, which spout toxic 
pollutants.

But, as for the EV nay-
sayers, a common topic of 
discussion is range anxiety, 
which is the fear that the 
EV won’t have a sufficient 
charge to get from point A 
to point B.

Charging stations are 
becoming more common 
nationwide and there are 
apps, like PlugShare and 
ChargeHub, that will map 
out where charging sta-
tions are located. Despite 
these advancements, range 
anxiety continues to be one 
of the main roadblocks for 
those on the fence about 
switching to electric.

The recent passage of 

the bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs 
Act offers a potential solu-
tion to that concern. The 
bill puts $7.5 billion to-
ward building out a net-
work of 500,000 electric ve-
hicle charging stations na-
tionwide. Of that, $5 billion 
will go toward the National 
Electric Vehicle Infrastruc-
ture program, which calls 
for states to focus on build-
ing public charging stations 
at least every 50 miles along 
interstate highways and 
within one mile of federally 
designated alternative fuel 
corridors.

Last week, the Federal 
Highway Administration 
announced it had approved 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation’s EV 
Infrastructure Deployment 
Plan, which was developed 
as part of the NEVI pro-
gram. Massachusetts will 
receive funding over five 
years, including approxi-
mately $9.4 million for fed-
eral fiscal year 2022 to sup-
port the construction and 
operation of direct-current 
fast-charging stations along 
EV alternative fuel corri-
dors.

On hand in Lowell on Sat-

urday was James Penfold, 
the director of eMobility So-
lutions at Revision Energy, 
a company that specializes 
in installing public charg-
ing stations.

Penfold said when look-
ing into locations to con-
struct charging stations, one 
of the goals is to have them 
situated in areas that offer 
amenities that will give peo-
ple something to do while 
they wait for their vehicle 
to charge.

“If you have to plan a 
trip, you might combine a 
stop with a place like this 
where you say, ‘Let’s grab 
some ice cream while we’re 
charging,'” Penfold said, ref-
erencing the host of Satur-
day’s car show.

When asked if EVs are the 
future, like Lynch-Freshner, 
Penfold provided a defini-
tive answer of his own.

“100%,” he said. “The 
horse has left the barn.”

For more information 
about National Drive Elec-
tric Week, including where 
other events are scheduled 
to take place over the next 
several days, visit drive-
electricweek.org.

Follow Aaron Curtis on 
Twitter @aselahcurtis
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Thomas Christian, of Nashua, N.H., shows off his 2023 
Genesis GV60 Performance, during the Lowell Drives 
Electric car show on Saturday afternoon.

the train. She pops up again 
as police officers try to take 
Hannay off to jail, and she 
helps him discover the dan-
gerous secret.

Actor Richard Nguyen 
Sloniker makes his MRT de-
but as Hannay, a man caught 
up in events for which he is 
ill-prepared. He is the only 
actor with a single role. Mar-
garet Ivey plays the glamor-
ous spy Annabella, Pamela 
and Margaret, the Scottish 
farmer’s wife.

Tom Coiner and Ken Rob-
inson return to the MRT 
stage as Clown 1 and Clown 
2, whose characters include 
such oddities as a flock of 
sheep.

The energetic quality 
of the play demands agil-
ity and grace from the ac-
tors, but particularly from 

the two clowns. The chore-
ography superbly highlights 
the comedic elements of the 
play, and Sloniker, as Han-
nay, deftly manages to avoid 
catastrophe while trying to 
hide from his pursuers.

In one scene, Hannay 
tries to hide his mustache 
and “piercing brown eyes” 
by squeezing and turning 
between two other passen-
gers on the train with all 
the force of a Monty Py-
thon sketch. And one of the 
clowns is as inarticulate as 
Rowan Atkinson in “Mr. 
Bean.”

A rotating platform and 
a translucent curtain be-
hind it have important roles, 
too. In one scene, as Han-
nay flees, the rotating de-
vice displays Scottish scen-
ery and icons in absurdly 
small proportion to every-
thing else, highlighting the 
strange quality of what is 
happening. Shadows appear 
against the curtain to show 

other events.
Once again, MRT displays 

its gifts in staging, lighting 
and costuming in this pro-
duction.

The artistic voices at work 
in the script are all British: 
Buchan was a Scot, Hitch-
cock was English and Bar-
low is English. And, of 
course, Monty Python and 
Mr. Bean are well known 
examples of British comedy.

The British style may not 
appeal to all, but “The 39 
Steps” is an engaging start 
to the 2022-2023 season. 
It is a must-see production 
for the quality of acting and 
staging alone.

The play runs through 
Oct. 2. A reminder to attend-
ees: masks are still required 
to keep the actors and MRT 
staff healthy.

For more information 
and to buy tickets, visit mrt.
org/39Steps or call the En-
terprise Bank Box Office at 
978-654-4678.
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Richard Nguyen Sloniker and Margaret Ivey perform in ‘The 39 Steps,’ also seen above.
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